Problem: You need to send a contribution back
Legally:  Campaigns are prohibited from accepting contributions from certain sources.  If you receive a contribution from a source that is clearly prohibited, the campaign should not deposit the check and should return it to the contributor uncashed.  

If, on the other hand, it is not clear from the face of the contribution whether it is from a prohibited source, the campaign may, in accordance with the 10-day deposit rule, deposit the check.  In this case, the campaign must note in its records that the contribution is potentially illegal and, within 30 days, verify that the contribution may lawfully be accepted.  During the time when the campaign is investigating whether the contribution is permissible, it may not spend the questionable funds.  If the campaign determines the contribution may not lawfully be accepted, or the campaign cannot verify that the contribution can be accepted, the contribution must be returned.  

Once the contribution is deposited it must be reported, even if it is subsequently refunded.  If, on the other hand, the contributor's check is returned uncashed, the contribution does not need to be disclosed.

Letter:

Yates Baroody

2414 Tunlaw Rd, NW

Washington, DC 20007
Thank you for your recent contribution of $_______ to the _______________ Committee.  While we appreciate your support, Federal law prohibits the campaign from accepting contributions from certain sources, such as corporate or labor organization treasury funds (including funds from professional corporations or Subchapter S corporations), foreign nationals, and national banks.  Your contribution appears to be from a prohibited source.

Therefore, we must return (or refund) your check to you.  Should you wish to send another contribution, it should be made from your personal account or from a federally registered political committee. Thank you again for your support.
