Black History Month Pan

February celebrates Black History Month. This month will provide an opportunity to amplify the President’s message and its impact on the African American community. In 2008, 96 percent of black voters supported President Obama which comprised 13 percent of the electorate. This plan will highlight opportunities that resonates the accomplishments of this Administration.

· Engaging African American Grasstop leaders to amplify the President’s accomplishments within their organizations and communities. We will request that these leaders disseminate talking points to their networks, act as surrogates within their communities, and identify leaders on the ground that will be helpful to the DNC and campaign. 
· Equip the leaders with the necessary tools (i.e. new media, twitter, blogging) to make amplification manageable and not cumbersome in their everyday lives. 
Below are the proposed events for Black History Month.
Events
· Bronner Brothers (Thomas, Walker, Enobakhare, Marcus)

The Bronner Brothers International Hair Show brings together between 5,000 - 10,000 men and women from various backgrounds-beauty, politics, entertainment, etc. The show has been in existence since 1947 and has attracted many well renowned speakers including Jackie Robinson, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Dr. Benjamin Mays. The show exposes delegates to the world of beauty through hands-on-classes, creative presentations and a very energetic trade floor, and upcoming technology. These men and women come to the show for educational and informational purposes and are more receptive to receiving knowledgeable information from organizations/entities. Additionally, attendees are those that support the President, but have been disengaged since 2008.  
We can take this opportunity to have foot soldiers walk around the Georgia World Congress Center with “I’m In” Cards as well as set up a booth to sell paraphernalia or provide attendees with paraphernalia order forms. It is also important that we host a national voter registration drive. With a possible 50 percent of the hair show attendees being unregistered voters, we have to engage them in the election process. We will be working with Earl Fowlkes, President and CEO International Federation of Black Prides for volunteers from Atlanta to execute our outreach plan. 

We will Sign up beauticians, barbers, and vendors to participate in the Barbershop & Beauty Salon Program for OFA. Our goal for this event is to sign up approximately 10% of attendees for OFA’s barbershop and beauty shop program. 
- Budget attached

*Note: Should OFA GA be interested, this might be a good opportunity to sell campaign paraphernalia.
· HBCU Launch (Thomas, Marcus, Taylor, Enobakhare, Hay)
Participate in Greater Together Launch – supporting OFA efforts

There are three key goals that we will seek to achieve during the HBCU Launch:

· Create working relationship with HBCU campuses and DNC/Campaign;

· Mobilize and engage HBCU students around 2012 elections , and

· Start/ strengthen College Democrat chapters on HBCU campuses to keep them engaged with the national party. 
To ensure maximum participation and coordination, the DNC staff will assist with capacity building for Central State University & Wilberforce University (OH), Hampton University (VA), and Florida A&M University (FL). We will work directly with State Directors on the ground to provide them with key people to reach out to on these campuses. In addition, the DNC will amplify the national launch and summits to national organizations such as National Association for Equal Opportunity, Thurgood Marshall College fund, United Negro College Fund, Pan Hellenic Council, etc. 
Proposed HBCU SUMMIT: Atlanta University Center
The Georgia HBCU launch will coincide with the North Carolina launch and will engage and initiate student leaders to serve as organizers on their campuses and in their school’s neighboring community. This event will launch the working relationship between the DNC and hundreds of students on the campuses of the Atlanta University Center.  They will receive specific call to actions that will engage and initiate an active neighborhood and student body that will support the campaign’s re-election efforts. The Georgia HBCU launch will give student leaders that attend the most influential educational institutions in the African American community an avenue to receive informational on where the campaign currently stands, what lies ahead and specific measurable actions to develop a proactive base that the campaign can call on to reach a large percentage of the African American community.  

Fostering this relationship will create a base of volunteers that can go to neighboring battleground states (Florida and North Carolina). In addition they can also be used to amplify messaging in their home states, influence alumni that attend homecoming and graduation as well as post information via Facebook and twitter.  

Atlanta University Center Schools

Spelman College
Clark Atlanta University
Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC)

Morehouse College
Morris Brown University
- Budget to follow
· Staff Black History Month Travel Opportunities
OFA will compile a list of Black History Month events taking place around the country in battleground states. Once this list is compiled we will send essential African American staff to these events so that we have representation. During these events staffers will network with leadership and attendees, receiving “buy-in” from leaders on the ground as well as provide administration accomplishments, sign “I’m In” cards, endorse POTUS and sign surrogate forms.  Below is a list of staffers that could attend these events. DNC would like to put emphasis on HBCU Black History Month events in battleground states for staff below.
- Budget to follow
	Patrick Gaspard
	Kimberly Marcus
	Regena Thomas

	Greg Hinton
	Melanie Roussell 
	Patrice Taylor

	Will Crossley 
	Rosemary Enobakhare
	Quincey Gamble

	Ron Pierce 
	Nicole Price 
	Carri Twigg

	Steve Walker
	Rev. Derrick Harkins
	Simone Ward 

	*Debbie Wasserman Shultz
	
	


· State Party Caucus Call 

Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Virgie Rollins, Patrick Gaspard, Steve Walker, Regena Thomas, and Kimberly Marcus will host a call with the DNC Caucus and State Party Black Caucus members. This will serve as the 1st call in a series of DNC and State Party Caucus calls. We are looking to engage local caucus members in Black History Month events in battleground states. 
Communications/Media

· Direct to Camera videos with African American Leaders: African American leaders doing direct to camera videos will serve as a tool that provides real stories. Having these leaders talk about why they support the President will amplify the Presidents accomplishments and how his initiatives have helped real people.  We could then feature these DTC on various media outlets throughout the campaign to show the great support that the President has in the African American community.  
· Twitter amplification: Amplifying the President’s accomplishments within the African American community, promote blogs as well as the direct to camera videos. 

· African American Bloggers: Communications Department will assemble African American bloggers for a call to action and key DNC staff will participate. Example of African American bloggers below:
Jack and Jill Politics (JJP) 3.1 M followers:

    
Award-winning & top-ranked black political blog, Jack and Jill Politics’ goal is to provide a middle class African American perspective on U.S. politics and to ameliorate the portrayal of African Americans in the media. The majority of African-Americans are neither drug-dealing criminals nor super-elites like Oprah, Michael Jordan and Jay-Z. JJP seeks to provide the diverse viewpoints of the tax-paying, hard-working, engaged and patriotic African American majority on current affairs and popular culture. At its best, JJP seeks to carry on the tradition of insightful social and political commentary in the spectrum of W.E.B. DuBois, James Baldwin, Maya Angelou, Dave Chappelle, Chris Rock and Wanda Sykes. 

Black Voices - The Huffington Post attracts over 28M monthly unique, influential viewers:
· Women: Women control 85% of household spending; The Huffington Post attracts 12.8M women every month 

· Affluent: Huffington Post visitors are more likely to have a household income of over $150K than average internet users.
· Educated: Huffington Post visitors are more likely to have a post-graduate degree than average internet users.

· Powerful: Huffington Post visitors are more likely to be business decision-makers than average internet users. 
Blogs

· African American Staff blogs “Why I support the re-election of President Barack Obama” 

Having DNC Black Caucus members write a blog on why they support President Obama will amplify the President’s accomplishments within the African American Community, this blog can include a picture of the members. This will add an additional amplification of the campaigns “real story” communications. We would have a different blog for each of the 29 days in February. Below is a listing of the DNC Black Caucus Members we will be reaching out to for Black History Month blogs. On January 31st Kimberly Marcus will kick-off the blogs by submitting her story on why she supports the President, and tee off the daily Black Caucus posting for the month of February. Virgie Rollins, DNC Black Caucus Chair will be the first blog and Patrick Gaspard, DNC Executive Director will conclude the Black History Month blogs. We will also include blogs from elected officials, which will be provided by Walker. We are asking these members and elected to amplify their blogs by tweeting them, sending them out to their networks, posting them on their sites, etc. Below we have provided a list of DNC Black Caucus members, the ones highlighted in yellow will be encouraged to submit blogs because of their name recognition, reach and following. 
	State 
	First Name 
	Last Name 

	Michigan
	Arthenia
	Abbott

	Michigan
	Dennis
	Archer

	Massachusetts
	Virginia
	Barnes

	Illinois
	Willie
	Barrow

	DC
	James
	Berry, Jr

	Mississippi
	Barbara
	Blackmon

	DC
	Anita
	Bonds

	North Carolina
	Joyce
	Brayboy

	DC
	Donna
	Brazile

	Nevada
	James
	Brown

	Virgin Islands
	Carol
	Burke

	Louisiana
	Elsie
	Burkhalter

	New York
	Laphonza
	Butler

	Louisiana
	Karen
	Carter Peterson

	Illinois
	James
	Clayborne

	South Carolina
	Gilda
	Cobb-Hunter

	Texas
	Garnet
	Coleman

	New York
	Vivian
	Cook

	Nebraska
	Brenda
	Council

	North Carolina
	Jeanette
	Council

	Missouri
	Melba
	Curls

	Florida
	Joyce
	Cusack

	Minnesota
	Bill
	Davis

	Texas
	Yvonne
	Davis

	New York
	Ralph
	Dawson

	New Hampshire
	Joanne
	Dowdell

	New York
	Herman
	Farrell

	DC
	Earl
	Fowlkes, Jr

	Florida
	Evelyn
	Garcia

	Colorado
	Anthony
	Graves

	Pennsylvania
	Amanda
	Green - Hawkins

	Maryland
	Janice
	Griffin

	Virgin Islands
	Emmett
	Hansen II

	DC
	Janice
	Haynes Davis

	Virginia
	Alexis
	Herman

	Florida
	Tony
	Hill

	Nevada
	Steven
	Horsford

	Illinois
	Constance
	Howard

	New Jersey
	William
	Howard

	California
	Alice
	Huffman

	Georgia
	Lester
	Jackson

	Louisiana
	Ben
	Jeffers

	California
	Matt
	Johnson

	Texas
	Denise
	Johnson

	Virginia
	Grindly
	Johnson

	Illinois
	Linda
	Johnson Rice

	Illinois
	Emil
	Jones, Jr

	Massachusetts
	Raymond
	Jordan

	Virginia
	Gaylene
	Kanoyton

	Michigan
	Brenda
	Lawrence

	California
	Barbara
	Lee

	Maryland
	Yvette
	Lewis

	Indiana
	Cordelia
	Lewis Burks

	Texas
	Sue
	Lovell

	Tennessee
	Myron
	Lowery

	New York
	Maria
	Luna

	California
	Kerman
	Maddox

	Ohio
	Mark
	Mallory

	Florida
	John
	Marks

	Ohio
	Rhine
	McLin

	New York
	Gregory
	Meeks

	Maryland
	Glenard
	Middleton

	DC
	Minyon
	Moore

	DC
	Matthew
	Nugen

	DC
	Vincent
	Orange

	Mississippi
	Johnnie
	Patton

	Maryland
	Karren
	Pope-Onwukwe

	Ohio
	C. J.
	Prentiss

	Oregon
	Gail
	Rasmussen

	New Jersey
	Dana
	Redd

	Pennsylvania
	Evelyn
	Richardson

	Michigan
	Virgie
	Rollins

	DC
	Deborah
	Royster

	Mississippi
	Everett
	Sanders

	DC
	Lee
	Saunders

	Arkansas
	Lottie
	Shackelford

	Virgin Islands
	Glen
	Smith

	New York
	Marianne
	Spraggins

	Virginia
	Lionell
	Spruill, Sr.

	Ohio
	Fred
	Strahorn

	Pennsylvania
	Marian
	Tasco

	Virgin Islands
	Delores
	Thomas

	Texas
	Senfronia
	Thompson

	North Carolina
	John
	Verdejo

	DC
	Rick
	Wade

	North Carolina
	Everett
	Ward

	California
	Maxine
	Waters

	Texas
	Royce
	West

	North Carolina
	Gwen
	Wilkins

	Georgia
	Nikema
	Williams

	New Mexico
	Sheryl
	Williams Stapleton

	Illinois
	Darlena
	Williams-Burnett


